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A Message From Our Chairman

Since 2005, the volunteer members of the Thornton Veterans Memorial Founda-

tion have | abored to ensur e tihoartveteoansr 7 mavead on 6 s
fitting and proper tribute in the City of Thornton. From the Revolutionary War

to Operation Iragi Freedom, from Concord to Kabul, whether war time or peace,

millions of men and women have stepped forth to ensure this nation and others

remain free. These men and women have paid a high price for the nation's

freedom, selflessly sacrificing life or limb for an honorable cause and these are

the people the Thornton Veterans Memorial will honor.

2008 was a truly extraordinary year 2008 for the
Thornton Veterans Memorial Foundation and its
efforts. As usual, our members attended dozens
of civic and private meetings helping to bring
awareness to the project. Fro
to community gatherings and city council ward
meetings, the word has been brought forth. By far
the greatest endeavor undertaken to date by the
Foundation was that of bringing in the Vietnam
21" Traveling Memorial Wall to the city during its an-
nual Independence Day celebration. You can read
more about this amazing event and other activities
the Foundation undertook later in this presenta-

“ tion.

Tony Hake is Chairman of
the Thornton Veterans
Memorial Foundation

TVm~mz pi
many owed SO

u} kp [ w {

- Winston Churchill,

This past year we also saw the Foundation expand its

1940 efforts further into veterans outreach. As a very visible

and prominent organization in the community, we are
often sought out for advice
affairs and we are pleased to do everything we can to

help veterans.

Involvement by the community was key to our recent
achievements and crucial to our future success. Hun-
dreds of people volunteered at our events and dozens of
civic organizations and businesses contributed finan-
cially to our efforts. Our mission is not yet complete
though and we need everyone from citizens and governmental entities to public

and private enterprises to help us in this journey four nationd6s vetera
serve nothing less than our full devotion to the project.

Sincerely,

Tony Hake
Chairman
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Our Mission
To honor those who served

To remember those who fell

To never forget their sacrifice

Our Vision

As the history of the United States of America is written, it is filled with stories
of those who have stood up and made a difference for our great nation.

Not a year has gone by since the birth of our country that those that have

served in the armed forces havendét answered Thi s
to simply stand a watch, fix an airplane, drive a supply truck or carry a gun on

patrol, but they were all done in service of the greater good, our freedom and

keeping the United States strong. Millions have served with the pride, honor, "It doesn't take a hero
courage, and commitment that have made this nation what it is today. All too
many have paid the ultimate sacrifice of dying for their country.

to order men into

The Thornton Veterans Memorial Foundation was established by area citizens battle. It takes a hero

with the purpose of building a veteranso®d me tgheoneofthose ©Onor
The Foundation is a 501(c)(3) non profit organization that endeavors to make

this park and memorial a reality for the north Denver area, its citizens and all men who goes into

veterans. The memorial will be entirely privately funded and with the backing of battle."

citizens, veterans, local <civic groups and it
mier memorial offering tribute to those few who we owe so much. d Norman

Through our efforts we will be active in the community and veteran outreach Schwarzkopf

efforts. When called upon we will assist veterans to our fullest ability.




Page 6

God and the Soldier,
we adore,

In time of danger,
not before.

The danger passed
and all things righted,
God is forgotten and

the Soldier slighted.

& Rudyard Kipling
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Our Board of Directors

The Thornton Veterans Memorial Foundation board of directors sets policy and
manages the operations of the organization. Reflecting their dedication to our
mission, all are volunteers & no one in the Foundation draws a salary or receives
any compensation for their work. Their sole and unitary goal is to ensure that

our nationbs veterans are honored.

Board of Directors

Tony Hake Chairman
Jim Branaugh Vice Chairman
Linda Wisniewski Secretary
Tami William Treasurer

Honorary Chair

Mike Coffman, United States Congressman
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Our Members

Like our board, members of the Thornton Veterans Memorial Foundation are all
volunteers dedicated to the task of funding and constructing the veterans me-
uni tary

mori al . sol e
ored.

These members -at-large devote an extraordinary amount of time to the project
participating in the planning of the memorial and supporting its events. From
citizens and city council members to representatives of area businesses and vet-
eran organizations, the entire community is represented in this group. Member-
ship is completely open to all area citizens, businesses and organizations.

Thornton Veterans Memorial Foundation Members

Greg Banks

Carol Beckler

Karen Bishop

Randy Bishop

Julie Boyer

Charlene Branaugh

Rebecca Cavanaugh -Miller
Stan Cooper

Terry Cooper

Kathy Grossman

Bob Heller

Eva Henry

Kim Jetton

Bill Reents

Cleto Sandoval
Chris Stewart
Brian Thornton
John Wagner
Rolla Wagner
Martin Wisniewski

Steve Yugel

.

L

goal ensur e
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We sleep safely in
our beds because
rough men stand
ready in the night
to visit violence
on those who

would do us harm.

0 George Orwell
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2008 In Review

The Thornton Veterans Memorial Foundation and its members remain active in

the community not only in support of the project, but also in support of veterans

and veterans6é affairs. During the past year
events and activities highlighting our dedication to our heroes, our veterans.

In the Community.

TVMF members were seemingly at every community event held in 2008.

In May the City of Thornton holds its annual Thornton Fest festival. Drawing

thousands of visitors in a carnival -like atmosphere the Foundation had a pres-
ence with a booth that allowed us to talk about our project with thousands of
residents.

For Memorial Day, Foundation members could be found at Olinger Highlands
Mortuary and at Fort Logan National Cemetery as they are every year on that

"For those who date. Reflecting our belief that all Americans need to devote their time on this
holiday to honor our nationdés fallen, member s
fought for it, ceremony.

As fall approached, another city festival, HarvestFest, brought the Foundation
and its booth out to once again raise public awareness of the project and veter-

flavor the ans issues.

) For Veterans Day, our members were truly
prOteCted will honored to be invited to two events in the
community dedicated to honoring elderly vet-
erans. Members went to Alpine Living Center
where they met with two dozen veterans,
many of whom were World War Il veterans.

freedom has a

Vm~-mz SVW

0 Staff Sgt. Curtis

R. Frantz, KIA Later in the day TVMF was at the Thornton
Vietnam, November Senior Centerds annual
21 1969 with more than 100 elderly veterans and their

families. It was a truly extraordinary day and
exemplified our veteran outreach efforts. To
see the look in the eyes of these aging veter-

ans when told 6thank you for your serviced is
other.
As the seasonb6és changed again, TVMF decorated
the citydés WinterFest which was in turn donat
event.

Other notable events that Foundation members could be found at include par-
ticipating in the Metro North Chamber of Commerce, city council ward meetings
and going to numerous events at area retail outlets. Outreach efforts of our
members was also extended by active participation in veterans groups like the
Veterans of Foreign Wars, American Legion, Patriot Guard Riders and more.
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2008 In Review 0 The Vietnam Traveling Memorial Wall

What started as an offhanded suggestion by one of the
Foundation members quickly grew into an entire week-
end of events spanning five days, all surrounding a rep-
lica of the Vietnam War Memorial 0 orthe Wall as it
more commonly is called. The morning of July 3rd
started with the rumble of motorcycles and classic mili-
tary vehicles as over 350 of them escorted the traveling
Wall to the Thornton Multipurpose Fields. Dozens of
volunteers helped assemble the memorial and trans-
formed a corner of the park into hallowed ground de-
voted to those who have paid the ultimate sacrifice in
service to this nation.

A benefit dinner, opening and closing ceremonies, patriotic music per-
formances, a flag retirement ceremony and much more helped to
truly make the July 4th weekend unlike any seen before in the north
Denver area. Of course the center of everything was the Wall. Bear-

ing the names of over 58,000 men and women i brave soldiers, sail-
ors, Marines, airmen and Coast Guardsmen who gave the last full
measure of devotion to the United States of America 0 the Wall epito-

mi zes the sacrifices of our nationbés vet

Thousands of Adams County, Denver Metropolitan and Colorado residents visited the traveling Wall dur-
ing its visit to Thornton. Looking at some of the visitors log entries, you can truly see just how the event
served to touch not only veterans, but all patriotic Americans in the area. Many of the comments visitors
left bring a tear to your eye as do some of the special items visitors left at the Wall in memory of their
friends, brothers, sisters, children and grandparents whose names are on the Wall. A can of peaches, a
book dedicated to a brother whose name is on the Wall, a

graduation announcement from a young man who never knew his

grandfather, POW/MIA bracelets, a six pack of Pabst Blue Ribbon

and hundreds of notes are just some of the items left behind. All

serve as a testament to the meaning of sacrifice and service.

So many things happened to ensure the success of the event and
the thank youbés are too numerous to mention here. Just a
would include the members of the Thornton Veterans Memorial
Foundation 71 all volunteers dedicated to funding and construction
of a veterans memorial in our fine city. The Thornton City Coun-

cil for their ongoing support and the city staff who devoted many
hours of hard work to get ready for the event and over the week-
end itself. The corporate and organizational sponsors, of which
there were two dozen who helped fund the event not for promo-
tional purposes but because they too want to ensure veterans are
properly recognized. Last but not least, we must remember over
300 people who volunteered hundreds of hours over the weekend
to help at the event.



